FIRST WAVE OF BOMBERS LEAVE             79
He knew the Belgians well and said that he did not
trust them at all. Before the war he had been working
on the French Air Staff and had been on a mission into
Belgium. It had been of little value because the Belgian
Staff had refused to tell the French officers any of their
plans or even reveal the disposition of their aerodromes.
We did not know then that, even while we were talking
at dinner. King Leopold had decided to order his army
to surrender. As a former member of the French Staff
tie Colonel had bitter things to say about French
politicians over the past ten years and their inability to
realize the need for more 'planes.
Another member of the mess was Gaston Pavlevski,
Reynaud's able Chef de Cabinet when the latter had
been Minister of Finance. There had been a quarrel
with Daladier, then Prime Minister, who had forced
Pavlevski to resign. Pavlevski's plan was to serve for
some months with the fighting forces, to return to
Paris with the best war record of any civil servant,
and to be given a high post by Reynaud, who had
become Prime Minister. He had achieved the first
part of his plan, as he had been given the Croix de Guerre
for the good work he had carried out with the squadron
as observer. I believe the second part of his ambition
would also have been fulfilled, but events moved too
quickly.
At nine o'clock some of the officers, who were to
carry out the first bombings, left the table. We sat
on and drank a litde more wine and cognac, which
Hairy and I had presented to the mess. It made me